
 

 

What is LLABB 

LLABB, an acronym for Lincoln Land 
Association of Bird Banders, is a 
charitable not- for-profit 501 c (3) 
organization that has a two-fold function. 

 
a) to use bird banding as a tool to monitor 
resident and migratory bird populations 
and 

b) to provide educational opportunities 
and training for persons interested in 
birds and the environment. 

 
LLABB is currently responsible for three 
major programs: 

1) Lincoln Land Community College Bird 
Banding Station (LLCC BBS) 

2) Illinois’ Hummingbird Festivals 

3) MAPS (Monitoring Avian Productivity 
and Survivorship), a cooperative, national, 
summer bird banding program. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Vern Kleen 
Project Coordinator 

217-787-3515 
vkleen@comcast.net 

 
Mail stamps to 

Vern Kleen 
1825 Clearview Drive 
Springfield, IL 62704 

or 

The Garden Clubs of Illinois, Inc. 
630-617-9269 

gardenclubsill@aol.com 
188 Industrial Drive 

Suite 120 
 Elmhurst, IL 60126
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Bird Banding 
Frequently 

Asked 

Questions 

What is bird banding and how are birds 

banded? 
 

Bird banding is a tool that enables biologists to 
obtain information about birds, much of which 
could not be acquired in any other way, Birds 
are captured in a variety of traps or in fine, 
nearly invisible nets called mist nets. Each 
captured bird is fitted with a special, lightweight 
aluminum leg band that is inscribed with a 
unique, nine-digit number. After the species of 
bird is identified, its age, sex and measurements 
are recorded. Each bird is handled for about 15 
minutes and released unharmed. 

 
Why do scientists band birds? 

Putting bands with unique numbers on birds 
allows scientists to keep track of each individual 
bird when it is caught again. This is important 
for answering questions (testing hypotheses) 
about birds. Some of the questions bird 
banding allows scientists to answer include: 

 

▪ How long do birds live? 
▪ Where do birds go? 
▪ What birds are present at this site? 
▪ How are bird population numbers 

changing over time? 
▪ How many young birds are hatched 

each year? 

What Stamps Should Be Saved? 
▪ 

▪ Canceled commemoratives 
▪ Airmail stamps 
▪ Express mail stamps 
▪ Foreign stamps 
▪ Duck stamps 
▪ State conservation stamps 
▪ High denomination definitives 
▪ Picture postcards (new or used) 
▪ Unused stamps no matter how old 
▪ Stamp collections 

 
 

How Should Postage Stamps 
Be Saved? 

Using scissors, cut that part of the envelope 
where the stamp was affixed allowing no more 
than 1/8” of paper around the stamp. 
Sometimes the top and right margins will be 
smaller. NEVER try to remove the stamp from 
the envelope as this damages the stamp and 
destroys its value. When in doubt - send us 
the entire envelope. 

 

Call 800-STAMPS24 (800-782-6724) 
and request a 

free Philatelic Catalog. 
It’s easy to get stamps by mail. 

 

A Quick Guide to Collecting Stamps 
 

Definitives are the most common. They are 

usually less than an inch square and are 

printed in large quantities often more than 

once. They are not worth collecting unless 

they were issued prior to 1940, or they are   

of larger denominations of at least $1.00 

 

Commemorative stamps are the  backbone 

of the project. Commemoratives include 

special subjects such as people, events or 

subjects of importance to American life and 

culture. They are larger in size and more 

colorful than the definitives. They are printed 

in smaller quantities and usually only once. 

 

Picture Postcards, new and used, are highly 

collectible (especially foreign countries). 

Postcards are one of the top collectibles 

world-wide, competing with coins and stamps. 

Please save the entire postcard. 

 
 

Commemoratives are available at your local 

post office or on-line at http://shop.usps.com. 

The study of stamps and postal 

materials is called philately and 

collectors are sometimes called 

Philatelists. 

http://shop.usps.com/

